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AHLAN WA SAHLAN 
 

Welcome, or ahlan wa sahlan, to Lebanon, a tiny Levantine country in the eastern Mediterranean; a 
location with a rich history that has witnessed the presence of multiple civilizations over thousands of 
years. 
 
Lebanon is a fast changing country that has proved to be inherently capable of taking on and recovering 
from the most difficult challenges. Due to this constant process of renewal, each time you visit this vibrant 
society, it will be like visiting a different country with new experiences. Because of the historical ethnic mix 
between European, Mediterranean, Middle Eastern groups, and all that comes in between, the Lebanese 
offer an appealing variety. 
 
This is a country to be visited during all seasons.  At the right time of year, you can ski in world-class ski 
locations, featuring great runs and deep powder; go to the beach, with your choice of natural beauty or 
fashionable beach clubs, and then party into the wee hours of the morning—all in the same day! 
 
The situation for the LGBT community in Lebanon has significantly improved over the past few years. Gay 
bars, clubs, restaurants, saunas operate freely and an LGBT centre has been created to cater to the 
community’s needs.  
 
If you wish to see the amazing and fascinating result of east meets west, then Beirut is your place to be.  
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Itinerary: 

Wednesday, October 13, 2010 

Arrivals and Welcoming Dinner 

 

 Day. Arrivals at Beirut Rafic Hariri International Airport.   
Our airport representative will be on hand to meet and welcome you.  After completion of airport formalities, 
transfer to hotel in Beirut. 

 Early evening. Welcome Dinner. 
Gather in hotel lobby and depart for a traditional Lebanese dinner at one of the Beirut’s restaurants. 

 Overnight:  Beirut 

 
Thursday October 14

th
, 2010 

Touring the City that Never Dies 

 
 Early Morning. Breakfast at hotel. 

 Morning. Meet with tour guide for first tour. 

Your tour will begin in Lebanon’s capital and most vibrant city – Beirut.  With its million-plus inhabitants, it won’t 

take long until you feel the city’s pulse and inviting energy. Known as both the Paris of the East, and the city that 

would not die, the Lebanese capital is an exciting Middle Eastern metropolis. This excursion will last 

approximately 4 hours. 

IGLTA Symposium 
 Afternoon. IGLTA Symposium. An exciting and very interesting afternoon awaits us at the IGLTA Symposium. 

Meet with local proprietors of LGBT venues and activists, followed by a short briefing about LGBT life in Lebanon 

and in the Middle East. We will also discuss touring options in the area such as a combination of Lebanon, Syria 

and Jordan, which will depend on the symposium participants. 

 Late afternoon. Business meetings and socializing.  

 Evening.  We embark upon Lebanon’s world-famous nightlife, including a light a dinner at another of Beirut’s 

renowned restaurants.  

 Overnight:  Beirut 
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Friday, October 15, 2010 

When in Beirut, Do as the Romans Do 

 

 Early Morning. Breakfast at hotel. 

 Depart to visit the amazing Roman ruins of Baalbek.   

Located in the Bekaa valley, Baalbek makes up one of the largest and best-preserved corpus of Roman 

architecture ever found. In the Jupiter Temple, six of the fifty-four giant columns that originally surrounded the 

sanctuary still survive. On our way we will pass by the Ksara cellars.  Built during the Roman period and covered 

by sand for centuries, these cellars were found by Jesuits by mistake in 1898 (they were hunting down a wolf 

that was eating their chickens).  Ksara is now home of to a world famous winery. 

 Lunch is served in one of the local restaurants in Ksara. 

 Overnight:  Beirut 

Saturday October 16
th

, 2010  

The Phoenix Rises Again…in Byblos 

 
 Early morning. Breakfast at hotel. 

 This morning we drive north to the seaside town of Byblos. According to Phoenician tradition the city was 

founded by the god El, making Byblos one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world.  It was in 

Byblos where the first linear alphabet, ancestor of all modern alphabets was invented.  The sarcophagus of 

Byblos’ king Ahiram, now in the national museum, bears the oldest knows Phoenician inscription. Byblos was also 

the centre of the Adonis cult, the god of vegetation who dies in the winter and is renewed each spring.   

 Afternoon. From here we drive to the beautiful town of Jounieh, with its seaside beaches and red-tiled roofs. We 

continue on to Harissa, located 600 meters from the coast and 26 km away from Beirut, with breathtaking 

panoramic views of the Jounieh Bay that is adorned by Statue of the Virgin Mary, which was erected in 1908. A 

cable car service is provided from the bay of Jounieh to the mountain of Harissa.  

 Late afternoon. We will then proceed to visit one the world's most beautiful underground caverns—Jeita! Come 

explore this amazing subterranean lake that is now one of the finalist contenders for the new 7 Natural Wonders 

of the World! Most info: www.jeitagrotto.com. From here we head back to Beirut.   

 Evening. We will again enjoy Beirut nightlife in one of the most vibrant clubs in town. 

 Overnight:  Beirut, Lebanon 

 
 

http://www.jeitagrotto.com/
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Sunday, October 17, 2010 
 

Turkish Delight Atop Mount Lebanon 

 
 Early Morning. Breakfast at the hotel. 

 This morning we drive up the Lebanese mountains to visit the picturesque village of Deir El Qamar, and its 

neighbouring Beiteddine Palace. The palace was built in the 19th century by Emir Bechir el Chehabi II (1788 -

1840) in the Shouf region. Considered as one of the Arab world’s architectural jewels, Beiteddine was home to 

the Ruler of Mount Lebanon during the Ottoman Empire, and currently serves as the Presidential Summer Place. 

 One last bite! After a short drive back to Beirut, you will have to relax, do last minute souvenir shopping, and 

then proceed to enjoy the good-bye ceremonies and dinner.   

Monday October 18
th

, 2010 

Farewell and ma’ al-salamah! 

 

 Early morning. Breakfast at hotel. 

 All day. Transfers from your hotel to Rafic Hariri Airport for your flight. 

PLACES ARE LIMITED! 
REGISTRATION OPEN:  

JANUARY 30, 2010 — SEPTEMBER 30, 2010 
Visit: WWW.BEIRUT2010.COM 

 
Pricing: 700$ PER PERSON, PER SINGLE ROOM 

A 100$ deposit is needed to guarantee the booking 


